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Forestland grabbing by the foreigners in the Hokkaido, Japan and the question of

sustainable forest development

OKazi Kamrul Islam and Kimihiko HYAKUMURA (Kyushu Univ.)

Background

Forestland grabbing for commercial activities is often considered problematic
undermining local sovereignty, allowing benefits of natural resources to be occupied
by the foreigner and causing harm to local communities’ people. Similarly, investment
on grabbed forestland is a cross—cutting issue considered the development of the local
areas and communities. The Japanese newspapers and print media have already reported
several incidence of forestland grabs by the foreigners in Japan; and most of them
were occurred in the Hokkaido Island. Therefore, the objectives of the study are to
identify the impacts of forestland grabbing especially by the foreigners on the economic
social and ecological dimension of sustainable forest management in the Hokkaido Island
of Japan. The study also analyzes the policy and institutional arrangements of Japan
that have an impact on land grabbing process.

Methods

The study relies on social—-ecological theory in particularly the social, ecological
and economic dimension of forestland grabbing and its impact on the sustainable forest
development of the Hokkaido Island, Japan. The study was conducted in the central
Hokkaido region and used both primary and secondary data to address the objectives of
the study. The field survey was conducted during the November to December 2017 and
secondary materials were reviewed from June 2017 to August 2018

Results and Discussion

In case of land ownership rules and regulations of Japan, it was clear that the
institutional and legal arrangements are not a limiting factor for the foreigners to
purchase or owned the private forestland in Japan. Together with the forestland
ownership, the foreigners have also attained the rights of water resources associated
with the forestland. However, the study revealed that the Hokkaido tourism industries
has been augmented due to the development of hotel, motel, resort, ski and golf-course
by the foreign companies in the local forestland areas. The study also found out that
the investment of foreign currency and employment opportunities was an important factor
to be considered in the Hokkaido area, and every foreign land grabbing company’s
involvement came with a unique set of investment scheme. On the other hand, the small-
scale forestland grabbing and its development activities by the foreigners were totally
in the grip of the local government; and no significant impacts to the forests and
biodiversity losses have been identified so far.

Conclusion

Foreigner based land grabbing has occurred in a small scale in Japan, and most of the
characteristics of the Japanese land grabbing have showed different pictures from that
of African and other Asian examples. Therefore, the study would recommend the strict
execution of natural resources conservation regulations at every level instead of
blocking the entry of foreign entities through law.

(Contact: Kazi Kamrul Islam kamrulbau@gmail. com)
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