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Changing Modes of Access and Conservation in Britain’ s National Parks:
A Case Study of the Peak District
OTom Jones (Meiji University)

Introduction: Like Japan, England and Wales’ national parks are characterized by a

system of administration that seeks to provide access and conservation services despite
fragmented land ownership. This paper offers a retrospective review of five access and
conservationmilestones with special attention to the Peak District National Park (PDNP).
Pre-WWII: Against a historical backdrop of enclosures and industrialization, lobbying
for access rights intensified, resulting in public movements such as the Ramblers’
Federation (1930) and direct action against landowners, notably the 1932 mass trespass
across the Kinder Scout moor land in the PDNP. Various committees were also commissioned
between 1929 and 1949 to address this perceived conflict between access and conservation.
1949: A system of protected areas in England and Wales was established via the National
Parks and Access to the Countryside Act based on reports by Addison (1931) ; Dower (1945)
and Hobhouse (1947). Conservation was divided between the National Park Commission (NPC)
and the Nature Conservancy Council (NCC). Yet the 1949 Act did not enable public access
to open or uncultivated land, although it did provide for access rights to be granted
by local authorities or by individual agreements with land owners. However, this formal
agreement procedure was rarely used, with the PDNP a notable exception

1968: The Countryside Act tackled growing recreation pressures on the national parks
due to society’s increased mobility and affluence, as parks acquired |imited powers to
regulate activities such as the ploughing of moors and boating on lakes. Areview committee
“noted increasing conflict between recreation and conservation, ” concluding that good
planning and management could resolve most conflicts, but when reconciliation was not
possible, conservation should take priority. This was known as the “Sandford principle. ”
1983: The Countryside Commission (formerly NPC) set up the Common Land Forum seeking
consensus among the main national bodies with an interest in common land. Their 1986 report
was never implemented, but access was expanded due to examples such as the Roaches (PDNP) .
1995: The Sandford principle achieved legislative status as the Environment Act was
amended to clarify the ambiguity innational parks’ objectives, under|ining two statutory
purposes in the fol lowing order: (1) to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife
and cultural heritage of the park; and (2) to promote opportunities for the understanding
and enjoyment of the park’s special qualities by the public (Environment Act, 1995).
Conclusion: The CRoW Act (2000) implemented a “right to roam” on some upland and
uncultivated areas, enabling access to some disputed areas such as Chrome and Parkhouse
Hill (PDNP). Although the fundamental provisions of the 1949 Act remain in place, numerous
modifications have gained incremental increases in public access, albeit at the cost of
conservation which was originally undermined by the lack of direct land acquisition

Key words : access; conservation; national parks; Peak District National Park (PDNP)

(Contact : T. Jones tjones@meiji.ac. jp)
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