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Decentralization, forest and livelihoods: Case studies from Bohol
Province, the Philippines

O Rakotondramanga Soalandy (BRETI KZ&ESFR)

Introduction

The debate whether decentralized forest management is important for enhancing
livelihoods of the rural poor and improves condition of forest remains. Some studies
have indicated that decentralized forest management has not contributed to rural
communities’ improvement. Other research argues that access to the community resources
by local people for their livelihoods is a good strategy for conservation the later.
However, little evidence exists whether the type of resources in Community-based forest
management (CBFM) have similar or different effects on livelihoods of the rural people.

Objective and Method

Using a case study of Bohol Province in the Philippines, we undertook a comparative
empirical study to assess the effects of CBFM on households’ income. The study was
conducted in two villages: Panadtaran village implementing CBFM in mangrove areas and
Cadapdapan practicing CBFM in upland region. Three research questions were developed (i)
what is the contribution of forest to household income in the rural community? (ii) what
is the contribution of CBFM on household incomes? (iii) and how household income
obtained from different forest related activities differs among different households’
forest categories? From July 2009 to October 2010, qualitative methods were the main
approach for collecting and analyzing data while quantitative methods and questionnaire
to 60 households supplemented the quantitative methods

Results and Discussion

Natural resources such as non-timber forest products provide opportunities for
supplemental income generation. Income from non-farm activities is significant, and
comprises more than half of total household incomes. Non—farm livelihood activities from
forest products include the production and sale of charcoal and fuel wood, production of
nipah shingles, coprah collecting, and other uses of non-timber forest products
Earnings from non-timber forest products are extractive and distributed unevenly among
rural households. From the findings of the study, | argue that considering income, CBFM
in mangrove communities had a highest score for improving |ivelihoods of rural community
compared to upland communities

(GE# 5 © Rakotondramanga Soalandy soalandy@cc. tuat. ac. jp)



teEDLUMEEXRORKLERE
RREET (LEBEX)

X C &I

ERBHEICESESERICH T DM AR Z AEET 2 WS XX, B 40
FERUBRS EREHEOBADICEbRVWREBLE, EZARLEBEICE VT
WE 4 o [E PEM IR O 3L 7e 0 & 0 8 e 8 Ao i ARCR oo 350 2% [ &
MY, XTOMEOLDENRE RBEEORIRN > Fh i,

AWFFE ., deEE O RS XA (LTFAEES) o0 T, B 40 F1/
MOBAEDOEEZH LML, 2OX)RBAWO T, EEZEN LSO X ST
L EREDE I RMEZREATVLI2O0O0ZWLNICT2EMTITDRIIZ,

HEFE
dEiEE TR FLED TV LIHEMERIAERZL LI, REZHL ML,
Fr AEETHLIILBEBEILAESHRMESOME B LTT 7 —F
A AT T, EL  HBEICHHLZZMEEEBRICH L THBY @A E21T - 72,

BREEER

tWmEIZEBNYTEH, HMAMA0FERZ2E — 7 [ CEWNRmE XD LEICHEW
EFEZITE A L, & 5102 2000 F LUK, B &, B OFMMNHERKREEES
RO, WHESOAEZFTIREOR LR, L2ALBE, AIKMALT
WTAEEEBORVWAEZF T 2HICEL . ABROERDIAEERNS THIN
%o
— . 2000 FF O AEEFEOCHEMEBEK, V-~ v a v 7 LA O R R
EEMOEKHENEAL, TOMMEKPICHEARKOTFTERRE 72, 2b %
AT, T2 10FEM T SR OMEL T LRI E Lo T,

— I AEFIL O EIC L IBBEI R EERIIC LI EN R EELH
L L TCTE e,

L LERIT D) WEBBENEEFTORAMIB CIEIEFEN D 2 2) FEE
BZMMETHILENRES BHEESI RN H-HEZHET D LA
ERLPICEIDVAIIBEESL, R EOHBEMNLWMELREWEEERE LW,

SH%. OO BENGAEFENH A LTS Z R TR, RS
ODEEMMICERE RE LR EEEbN b,

I5 7

(E#H %L WM& T matumura@rose.ocn.ne. jp)



