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FOREST ALLOCATION POLICY AND LEVEL OF FOREST DEPENDENCY OF DIFFERENT
ECONOMIC HOUSEHOLD GROUPS: A CASE STUDY IN NORTHERN CENTRAL VIETNAM

O Nguyen Quang Vinh - Sato Noriko (Kyushu University)

INTRODUCT ION

In Vietnam, part of forests has been handed over to local forest-related households (HHs) for years.
The government expects the recipients to comply the forest protection policy not to overuse the forest,
and earn income from sources other than the forest. This study was designed to examine how local forest—
related people, who have different economic conditions, have used forestland and forest resources under
the policy; and to determine their level of dependency on forests.

An upland forest-related community named Khe Kien in Northern centre of the country, where the
policy has been introduced, was chosen for the study. Two field surveys were conducted in June and
September 2006. Data derived from 78 randomly—interviewed HHs were used for this paper. The interview
HHs were equally divided into four groups based on their total annual income.

RESULTS AND D | SCUSS | ON Table 1. Number of HHs and area of production forestland in each HH gr()uli T
Forest land use: B ot oottt et ot
Of the 78 interviewed HHs, 66 HHs (84.6%) have been —_— bl
allocated production forestland, while 12 HHs (15.4%) —__Neorms 17 2 6 1 18 1 5 13
have not. More importantly, 8 HHs (42.1%) of these non— =& " 102:;‘ : 1}‘3 _ 13‘2 _ 3; _
allocated ones belonged to the Very—low—income group. - \‘Af:*; 9913 ! 8; 1 %12 ! 13 17
Allocated forestland in the High group was ° Memara 52 - 16 - 18 - 05 -
considerably larger than that in the Very-low group (6.3 g% b o1 2 0 0 u
ha versus 3.4 ha, on average). However, swidden area _ = Memae 54 - 19 - 18 - 08 -
being cultivated by HHs in the High group is smallest ;§VAF<Ih”; 371.(1) ’ 1,; 10 221; : hi i
2 Mean area 34 - 1.2 - 1.3 - 08 -

Compared to Other HHS. “ Source: DoNRE (2006); : Source: Field survey (2006); “: Among HHs having been
Lending and borrowing forestland and swidden  #located forestiand only;  Among HHs presently practice swidden only.
activities were popular in the community. Fifth—-teen HHs have lent 26 ha to others, while 21 HHs used
17.1 ha of borrowed land for swidden.
Number of HHs presently practicing swidden in the forest (74) was larger than number of HHs which
were legally allocated forestland (66). Total area being used for swidden practices exceeded 58 ha
compared to quota preset by competent authorities.

Table 2. Contribution (%) of the various income sources in each HH group

Contribution Of diﬂ‘erent income sources: Uy Forest derived income Non—forest derived income

2 3 Sub-— 4 5 6 7 8  Sub-

The High— and Moderate—income groups had more " swidden Timber NTFP total Paddy Livestock Salary Business Other total

. B Migh 216 88 09313 35 319 138 139 57 687
income sources (8) than the Low (6) and Very=low (5). yojowe 352 35 1037 41 23 91 144 85 603
The High group had 31.3% of its annual income  lov ~ 603 43 12658 46 151 00 00 146 343

Very low 72.1 3.6 0.0 75.7 0.0 11.6 0.0 0.6 12.1 24.3
from the forest sources and 68.7% from the non—forest Source: Field survey (2006).

ones, while the Very—low group had 75.7% from the forest and only 24.3% from non—forest sources.
Swidden income was especially important for the poorer HHs, while income from timber fell more to the
High—income HHs.

Although less dependent on the forest, total income (in value) of the High group was still much higher
than that of the Very—low group (6.7 mil. VND versus 3 mil. VND).

CONCLUSIONS

Despite the new policy of forest allocation, local people in Khe Kien village still used the forest with
accommodating and unruly manners: one easily lent or borrowed forestland from others for swidden
cultivation. The problem commonly occurred in number of households, regardless they are rich or poor,
such the present swidden cultivation area was much larger than its limited quota. This shows a sign of poor
compliance over the forest policy of the villagers.

The community inhabitants were still heavily dependent on forest resources and forestland. However,
level of dependency on forests varies between income groups. The poor, especially very poor, households
were more heavily dependent on forests for their living, compared to the richer households.

(Nguyen Quang Vinh’s email address: nvquang@ffp.kyushu-u.ac.jp)
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Understanding the Performance of Watershed Partnership:
Analysis from Social Capital Perspective
A Case Study of Limboto Watershed Partnership — Gorontalo, Indonesia

O Gun Gun Hidayat ** , Hiroaki Kakizawa *

Introduction

Watershed Partnership, as one form of collaborative approaches, are increasingly
adopted to response problems embed in watershed management which might refer to
collective action problem. Social capital for collective action (trustworthiness,
networks and institutions) is an important concept to understand how collaborative
action could emerge, develop and effectively work for watershed management.
Social capital produces trust, that allow stakeholders to take action to collaborate, to
pool resource, to manage risk to create innovation and adapt to change. Stock and
growth of social capital in partnership indicates to what extent the partnership has
performed as effective forum to facilitate stakeholders to bear collective action. In this
perspective, research was conducted on Limboto Watershed Forum, a stakeholders
partnership for Limboto Watershed in Gorontalo - Indonesia, which is still in dynamic
progress since it was firstly established 4 years ago (year 2003). This paper aims to
determine initial stock and growth of social capital of partnership which connect to
potency, capacity and performance of partnership.

Research Method

Research was conducted on February 2007, in Limboto Watershed — Gorontalo
Indonesia, to stakeholders who involved in or closely related to Limboto Watershed
Forum through questionnaire survey and semi structured interview. Observation and
secondary data were employed to support analysis work.

Result and Discussion

The author found that there was a quiet significant level of initial stock of social
capital in partnership, indicating high expectation of stakeholders on this initiative.
However current situation show that social capital was not increased significantly and
even there was a decline trend in “trust to other participants”. Momentum gained from
initial stage of partnership could not be developed well. Insufficient working
mechanism and forced and rigid framework of partnership were important factors
which indicated weakness of institutional aspect in partnership. This institutional
weakness also has hampered the development of network.

Keyword: Watershed Partnership, collective action, partnership performance, social capital.
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Stakeholder analysis of a Community-Based natural resource management:
A Case Study of Ambohilero Forest, Madagascar

O Rakotondramanga Soalandy -+ Tsuchiya Toshiyuki (REI KFRE)

Introduction

The past several decades of planned development and top—down conservation
practices have proved the limited capacity of states to force their citizens into
conservation program. At the same time, an emphasis on a community—based approach
reflects the emergence of decentralization of natural resource management in
developing countries and throughout Africa. In Madagascar, the 1996’ s legislation
(GELOSE) marked the beginning of the government decentralization movement that
includes contractual arrangements for the management of the country’ s public forests
from the state forest agency to the community-level forest association that is formed
for this purpose (COBA). In general, the contracting process is facilitated by a
third party that is either a conservation or a development organization.

However, efforts to decentralize forest governance to local communities revealed
some real difficulties and even mixed results when decision—making powers have
remained centralized or have been captured by a powerful minority. Consideration of
the complexity and fragility of the community and locality is pointed to be essential
if decentralized forest management is to generate a long—term benefit to local
communities.

Objective and Method

The objective of this study is to compare and analyze the different pattern of
organization and relationship of the participants in two projects for the Community—
based Natural Resource Management (CBNRM) sponsored by donor countries in Madagascar.

Ambohilero forest was selected for the study because of the presence of 16
communities supported by the Eco—-Regional Initiative (ERI), an USAID-sponsored
conservation project and the French Fund for Global Environment projects (FFEM)-a
development oriented pilot project. From June to July 2007, data collection
procedures involved 9 villages, plot and at households level. Direct observation
semi-structured interviews based on questionnaire guideline were done to key persons
and randomly selected head of households’ members. A total of 95 of 555 (17.1 %)
households’ members were interviewed.

Results and Discussion

Ambohilero forest covers an area of 117600ha of which 47.2% is under the
Community-based Natural Resource Management. The two projects’ approaches and goals
tend to be different. The objective of the ERI project is to promote conservation
and agricultural development while the FFEM project encourages sustainable use of
forest through logging activities. Also, members of the FFEM projects consult
directly the executive committee, as opposed to the ERI projects which are more
inclined to work indirectly through local NGO.

Preliminary observation of these two projects through perception survey revealed
that protecting the traditional use right is the main motivation in the CBNRM
representing of almost 70% of the total member. Meanwhile the COBA from the ERI
projects seems to be much more aware of the environmental problem than the members
from the FFEM project, respectively 27.8% and 7% 1 will present further detailed
results on problems and relationship of participants during the presentation.

(EHF&SE - Rakotondramanga Soalandy soalandy@cc. tuat. ac. jp)
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